NOTICE:
This tryout packet was authored for the sole purpose of providing aspiring USC Mock Trial Team
members with a dynamic tryout opportunity. The characters are intentionally edgy and eccentric for that
reason.
This year’s packet was inspired by a real case. Portions of these materials have been taken from said case.
Some of them have been altered for the purpose of this exercise. As is the case with almost everything
that happens in America, there are plenty of legal issues involved – and many differences of opinion. This
year’s tryout exercises explore those issues and differences.
Nothing is to be inferred, interpreted or gleaned from the extremities these characters traverse or the
issues their materials encompass. These materials are not intended to communicate or advance any
member (coaches & students, alike) of the Team’s political, religious or socio-economic beliefs. Please
prepare carefully and completely. Good luck!

Case Introductions

State of Midlands v. Gerrick
While walking to the store, Jordan Gerrick is confronted by a local homeless individual, Jerry
Stark. During this confrontation, the interaction got physical, resulting in Mr. Gerrick allegedly
shooting Mr. Stark in purported self-defense. Now, the State of Midlands is attempting to
prosecute Mr. Gerrick for the murder of Mr. Stark
Authored by Alyssa Matias and Mark Rodriguez

Tryout Instructions
(all tasks required)
Your first task is to perform a DEFENSE-SIDE opening statement as an attorney for Jordan Gerrick.
This task must be performed within five minutes. Use only the provided witness statements, case law
blurbs, exhibits and other materials in THIS packet. You may print out exhibits to use during this task – if
you want. Remember, Jordan Gerrick is being prosecuted for the death of Jerry Stark.
Your second task is to perform a PROSECUTION cross examination of Blake Parker (to benefit the
prosecution against Jordan Gerrick, whom the prosecution is trying to send to prison). This task must be
performed within five minutes. The witness will be provided. Don’t worry about bringing your own.
Your third task is to perform a three to five-minute monologue AS JORDAN GERRICK in this case.
Give Jordan a backstory, passion, and make Jordan’s current predicament, motives, hopes, etc come to
life. SPEAK YOUR TRUTH! A case summary, exhibits, as well as affidavits from two witnesses, have
been provided to assist you effectively communicate your version of the story. Do the best you can to
make us believe that you are the character you have created. Make use of whatever creative attire or props
you choose. WHEN YOU ARE THE CHARACTER, WE WANT TO FEEL IT!!! BE CREATIVE!!! BE
BOLD!!! BE GREAT!!! THIS SHOULD BE VIEWED AS A FREESTYLE OPPORTUNITY TO
MAKE THE COACHES SAY – WOW!!!
During your monologue, you should include supporting details such as:
1. You personally (name, connection to the neighborhood, etc)
2. Your observations (where you were, how you feel about what you saw, why, etc.)
3. ... and so on and so forth …
When performing these exercises, please exhibit the most skill and passion you can muster. We are
looking for poise, intensity, oral dynamics and mental acuity. Remember, first impressions last longest!

AFFIDAVIT OF JORDAN GERRICK
After being duly sworn upon oath, Jordan Gerrick hereby states as follows: I am over 18
and competent to make this affidavit. I am testifying voluntarily and was not subpoenaed or
compelled to testify.
My name is Jordan Gerrick. I was born in Midlands Center, MI on April 13, 1941, and
have lived here ever since. For 40 years, I worked as a teacher at the local highschool here in
Midlands Center where I taught history. I retired a few years ago, and have been living
comfortably with my spouse ever since. The home I live in I bought in my childhood
neighborhood in 1965 and have lived here ever since. My neighborhood used to be really nice. I
lived with my spouse, Jaime Gerrick, and three children, Jonathan, Angel, and Mariah Gerrick. I
would always go for walks to the park and stores around the neighborhood with my family. I
miss those times, as they have certainly changed.
The kids are grown now and moved out. I am happy about that because my neighborhood
is no longer what it used to be. Over the years, my neighborhood has experienced an increase in
crime, violence, drugs circulating the street, and homeless people all over the place. Over the
years, I have grown more weary and felt unsafe living where I do. Regardless, I am too
comfortable to leave; this is my home. In 2010, I legally purchased a small pistol, legally
concealed and legally carried it with me wherever I went. This makes me feel safer and calms
my spouse down too whenever I step out of the house. Most of the time, I keep my head down
and mind my business to stay out of trouble and away from the danger in my neighborhood. But
every so often, I find myself in uncomfortable situations with homeless people in the
neighborhood.

One of those uncomfortable situations happened on November 7, 2021. I was going for a
walk to the party store called Blake’s Party Supplies, a few blocks down, because I wanted to
purchase some balloons for my granddaughter’s 7th birthday party. It was only a few blocks
away from my house, so I decided to walk. I’m not as spry as I used to be, so when I get the
chance to exercise, I take it. On this particular occasion, I was walking down the street and was a
block away from Blake’s when I approached the crosswalk located on Walsh Street and
Hollytree Boulevard. Once I made it across the street, I began walking on a narrow sidewalk to
the party store. It’s important to note that as I was walking down the narrow sidewalk, I could
not walk any further to my left because the sidewalk was lined with trees. I could not walk any
further to my right because the sidewalk was lined with buildings. I was stuck walking on a
narrow sidewalk to Blake’s straight ahead.
As I make my way down the narrow sidewalk, I see a man who appears to be homeless a
few feet in front of me. I thought that he would move as I got closer to him, but he did not. When
I inevitably encountered him on the sidewalk, I said, “Excuse me sir, may I please move past
you?” The man ignored me. I could not move around him to my right because of the trees, or to
my left because of the buildings. So I had to ask again. “Excuse me sir.” I said to the homeless
man. He looked me in the eyes, his face appeared red. He was twitching and moving in
unpredictable movements. To me, he appeared to be on drugs. I saw a small baggie with what
appeared to be crystals in his other hand. He began cursing at me and reaching into his pocket.
There appeared to be a large metal rod in his hand, it looked like a wrench.
Once the man started swearing at me and waving the metal rod at me, I feared for my life.
I began to turn to walk back. That’s when the man began rushing towards me. I had no choice. I
reached into my belt and pulled out my gun. I shot him once. Then a few seconds later, as he

continued rushing towards me, I fired a few more shots. I was trying to save myself. I didn’t
want to be another dead elderly in the Midland Center Times.
After I shot the homeless man, he retreated to running across the street. He made it across
the street, but then he fell to his knees. After I saw the man fall, I felt scared. I heard sirens and
turned around and walked home. I just shot someone, who I now know went by the name Jerry
Stark. I knew my neighborhood was changing but I never thought I would be in a situation like
this. When I got home, I told my spouse what happened. I didn’t want them to be scared of the
police coming to our door, so I got in my car and drove to a nearby motel. I just needed some
alone time while I thought about what to do. I went to a local auto shop and got a quote to repaint
my car. I didn’t want my spouse to drive around in my car if the police were looking for it. That
would put my spouse at risk. After that I went back to the motel and went to sleep.
At about 2 in the morning, the Midlands Center Police Department broke down my door.
I nearly had a heart attack. They arrested me while I was in my pajamas, a white tank top and
white underwear. I have been in custody ever since, for the act of defending myself against
someone who I know wanted to kill me.
I am familiar with the following exhibits: Ex. 1 -The police report, Ex. 2 - Autopsy Report,
Ex. 3, - Diagram of the street , Ex. 4. - Street view of the sidewalk
I swear or affirm the truthfulness of everything stated in this affidavit. Before giving this
statement, I was told I should include everything that I know may be relevant to my testimony,
and I followed those instructions. I know that I can and must update this affidavit if anything new
occurs to me until the moment before opening statements begin in this case.

Jordan Gerrick
AFFIANT

AFFIDAVIT OF BLAKE PARKER
After being duly sworn upon oath, Blake Parker hereby states as follows: I am over 18
and competent to make this affidavit. I am testifying voluntarily and was not subpoenaed or
compelled to testify.
My name is Blake Parker. I am the owner of a party supply store in Midlands Center,
called Blake’s Party Supplies. My store sells everything from balloons to jumpers to flowers. We
provide the needs of every party! I’ve owned and operated my store since October 2004. I have
been at the same location near Walsh Street and Hollytree Boulevard ever since I opened the
place in 2004.
When I first opened the store, the neighborhood was very safe. Children would run in and
out of my store all the time. Now, not so much. I don’t see kids running around very often. I see
a lot of homeless people, though. They sleep around the outside of my store; it’s bad for
business. During business hours, I always tell them to move so they do not scare the customers.
Many times, the homeless people I encounter are behaving erratically. By that I mean they are
talking to themselves, moving suddenly, or fidgeting with their pockets. I just avoid eye contact
and move about my day.
So where was I on November 7, 2021? At my store of course. We had just opened at 9
am. I was eating breakfast at the table I have stationed outside the front of my store with my
employee, Yvette. The two of us suddenly heard someone swearing and speaking in what
sounded like tongues. I turned to my right and I saw two familiar faces. The first was a homeless
man who frequented the neighborhood, who I now know was named Jerry Stark. He had been
sleeping in front of the library across the street for a few weeks now. I saw Jerry Stark swearing
and yelling at Jordan Gerrick, a regular customer of mine. Jordan Gerrick appeared to be angry.

Jordan looked like Jordan was breathing heavily. I don’t know why Jordan didn’t just step
around Mr. Stark like Jordan usually does with other people. Sure, the sidewalk is a little narrow,
but it is easy for me to walk by a person.
I did hear Jordan say to Mr. Stark, “Excuse me sir, may I pass through?” I was across the
street and didn’t have my glasses on but I could have sworn that Mr. Stark rushed towards
Jordan. He might have looked like he was trying to push Jordan down, or maybe even get past
Jordan. I saw that Mr. Stark had something in his right hand, maybe a wrench. It looked to be
about 9 inches long but at the end of the day, I cannot say for sure what it was.
That’s when I heard one gun shot, then a few seconds later I heard two more. At this
point, I got scared, so I ran inside with my employee Yvette and locked the door to my store.
After we were safely inside, I saw Mr. Stark run across the street and fall to the ground. I called
911 and saw the paramedics arrive, but I believe it was too late at that point. Mr. Stark had died.
It’s very sad, but at least it wasn’t in front of my store.
Now that I think about it, November 7, 2021 was not the first time I saw Mr. Stark and
Jordan Gerrick interact. About two weeks before, I was sweeping some leaves in front of my
store when I heard yelling between Mr. Stark and Jordan Gerrick. Mr. Stark was sitting down on
the street in front of the library. I guess his presence bothered Jordan Gerrick as he was walking
into the library, because I heard Jordan Gerrick say to Mr. Stark, “Go away or else you’ll be
sorry., You’re ruining my neighborhood!” Jordan put his hand on his waistband and then walked
inside. Jordan would always say stuff like that. Jordan would come to the store and would say
how Jordan wished that Jordan could do something to make the streets safer.
Ever since the incident, people do not come to my store anymore. Rent bills are piling up
but, I am hoping that with something like this, telling my part of the story will bring customers
back to Blake’s Party Supplies! And also bring justice, of course. I know that Jordan would

never intentionally hurt someone. Jordan is one of the elderly, so Jordan says crazy things
sometimes. But no matter what Jordan says, Jordan would not hurt a fly.
I am familiar with the following exhibits: Ex. 3, - Diagram of the street , Ex. 4. - Street
view of the street
I swear or affirm the truthfulness of everything stated in this affidavit. Before giving this
statement, I was told I should include everything that I know may be relevant to my testimony,
and I followed those instructions. I know that I can and must update this affidavit if anything new
occurs to me until the moment before opening statements begin in this case.

Blake Parker
AFFIANT

Exhibit 1: Police Report

Midlands Center Police Department
Case Investigation Report
Case Investigation Report: MCPD 22M-0309
Type of Crime: Homicide
Submitted by: Detective P. Blart
MCPD Major Crimes Division
VICTIM(S):
Stark, Jerry (deceased)
UNKNOWN ADDRESS
SUSPECT(S):
Gerrick, Jordan
BOOKING #219016009
2356 Hollytree Boulevard
Crime Summary
On November 7, 2021, Suspect Gerrick and Victim Stark had an altercation as Gerrick was
walking down Hollytree Boulevard. Allegedly, Stark rushed towards Gerrick, who then pulled
out a pistol and shot Mr. Stark three times. Suspect Gerrick then flees the scene.
On November 8, 2021, Gerrick was found at a local motel by the MCPD. MCPD then detained
and arrested Suspect Gerrick for the murder of Stark.
Investigation
1. 11/07/21 at 1335 hours: Sgt. Peralta, MCPD supervisor, informed me the following in
person: He had received a telephone call from dispatch about a shooting and possible
homicide in Midlands Center. Peralta assigned me investigative responsibilities for this
incident and I responded.

2. 11/07/21 at 1422 hours: I arrived at Blake’s Party Supplies where I contacted the person
who called in the shooting, Blake Parker. B/Parker informed me, in summary the
following:
a. B/Parker was outside of Parker’s shop when Parker saw an altercation between
two individuals, Jordan Gerrick and Jerry Stark, down the road. I questioned if
that was the only time Parker had seen them together. Parker mentioned a
previous time where Gerrick had been yelling at Jerry Stark outside the library.
b. B/Parker also informed me that Gerrick was a regular of the shop and that Gerrick
lived in the nearby area down the street. I noted that Parker kept asking if the
news station was going to film in front of her shop. Parker said something about it
being bad for business.
3. Using a patrol car, I checked Gerrick’s and Stark’s name via patrol car computer which
returned the following records:
a. There was nothing on Gerrick other than a firearm purchase. Stark had two 2012
records for an arrest for Public Intoxication (Misdemeanor) by MCPD, no
charges. Stark also had a 2019 record for an arrest for Drug Possession (Felony),
no charges. In addition, Stark had three records for arrest for assault, two against
people also in the area and one to a Police Officer.
4. Upon inspection of Parker’s person, a large wrench was found in Parker’s possession
along with drug paraphernalia and several grams of a crystal-like substance.
5. 11/07/21 at 1450 hours: I, along with other officers, traveled to the residence of Jordan
Gerrick at 2356 Hollytree Boulevard. Upon arrival, we were met with Gerrick’s spouse,
Jaime Gerrick, who claimed that Jaime did not know where Jordan Gerrick had gone.

6. 11/07/21 at 1506 hours: MCPD dispatch initiated an APB on Jordan Gerrick and the car
driven by Gerrick. At approximately 2043 hours, we received two hits on Gerrick, one at
an autoshop and one at a local motel.
7. 11/07/21 at 2122 hours: Myself and a few officers arrived at the local auto shop and
spoke to S/Petrosyan, the owner of the auto shop. Petrosyan stated that Jordan Gerrick
had come earlier during the day to get a quote on Gerrick’s car then left heading
eastbound towards the local motel.
8. 11/08/21 at 0145 hours: With the approval of Deputy Specht and the owner of the motel,
Mr. Maresenovic, I assembled with MCPD officers to conduct the arrest of Jordan
Gerrick. Gerrick was placed in an MCPD patrol vehicle and sent to MCPD HQ.
9. 11/08/21 at 1015 hours: I returned to my office at MCPD HQ where I met with B/Parker
and J/ Gerrick who gave voluntary statements.
10. 11/08/21 at 1102 hours: Received the report of the Chief Medical Examiner Dr. A.
Gidwani via electronic mail. Added to the case file. The cause of death was listed as loss
of blood due to gunshot wounds.
11. 11/08/21 at 1145 hours: Received a diagram of the street where the incident occurred and
a picture of the street view of the sidewalk taken by one of the officers at the scene.

Under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Midlands, I certify that the foregoing is
true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. Signed and dated by me this 8th day of
November 2021, at Midlands Center, Midlands.

Det. P. Blart

____________________________________

Exhibit 2: Autopsy Report

Office of the Medical Examiner for Ter-Martirosyan County
100 Grand Avenue, Midlands Center, ML, 10055
Autopsy Report No:

21-626-1224

Subject:

Jerry Stark

Autopsy Performed By:

Dr. A. Gidwani

Date of Report:

November 7, 2021
Conclusions:

The cause of death is blood loss due to gunshot wounds sustained on the subject’s torso
and chest area. Subject’s rigor mortis was consistent with typical bodily conditions after death.
Body Temperature/Hour standard formula places time of death between 12-2 p.m on November
7t, 2021. The subject appears to have methamphetamine in their system.
The wounds documented at autopsy indicate multiple additional injuries to the subject’s
body other than the “killshot1”. The muscles and alignment of these injuries suggest that
following the first shot, which was not the “killshot”, the subject may have begun running away
from the shooter. The second shot sustained by the subject was the “killshot” with another
wound indicating that another additional shot was sustained following the second.
The results of my examination are inconclusive to whether the subject’s death was an
accident through self-defense or a homicide. However, it is responsible to suspect that the above
noted injuries contributed to the cause of death. But the injury of the third gunshot wound is

1

Killshot refers to the gunshot that it would take to kill a particular person. For example, one singular shot
to the head or heart would be classified as a killshot.

troubling for one reason. Following the second shot, the subject would have already been dead or
close to deceased. Although it is possible that the subject was able to continue standing in
moving following the second gunshot wound, this type of wound is consistent with an extra,
unneeded gunshot. I am not, however, able to prove this to a reasonable degree of scientific
certainty.

A. Gidwani
Dr. A. Gidwani

Office of the Medical Examiner for Ter-Martirosyan County
ME Initials: AG
Date of Autopsy” 11/07/21
Subject: Jerry Stark (M, 26yo)
Diagram: External Injuries (Body)

Exhibit 3: Diagram of Streets near the Incident

Exhibit 4: Street View of Sidewalk on Hollytree Boulevard near Blake’s Party Supplies

Taken by Officer J. Hebish

