
NOTICE: 

This tryout packet was assembled for the sole purpose of providing aspiring USC Mock Trial 1 

Team Members with a dynamic tryout opportunity. The characters are intentionally edgy and 2 

eccentric for that reason. 3 

Nothing is to be inferred, interpreted, or gleaned from the extremities these characters 4 

traverse or the issues their affidavits encompass. These materials are not intended to 5 

communicate or advance any member (coaches & students, alike) of the Team's political, 6 

religious, or socio-economic beliefs. Please prepare carefully and completely. Good luck!  7 



Tryout Instructions 

Part 1: Speech 1 

Deliver a three to five-minute monologue from the perspective of Alex Valdez. Give Alex a 2 

backstory, a passion, and the story of Alex’s current predicament. Make us want to help 3 

Alex. Details about who Alex is need not be listed in the attached materials, but they must be 4 

compelling. A good speech is one that portrays your character as sympathetic, where we can 5 

understand and empathize with their motives even if we may disagree with their actions. 6 

Part 2: Cross Examination 7 

Bill Moore is trying to sue Alex for refusing to pay rent on time. Deliver a three to five-8 

minute cross-examination of Bill Moore, the landlord. Witnesses will be provided. 9 

Part 3: Witness Portrayal 10 

You will portray Terry Valdez, Alex’s parent. Terry Valdez can be a male or a female. For 11 

three to five minutes, you will be asked questions about who you are, your likes, your 12 

dislikes, and what you know about the dispute between Alex and Bill Moore. Be prepared to 13 

answer these questions in character. We are looking for likeability and believability in this 14 

character portrayal. Costumes are encouraged. 15 

When performing these exercises, please exhibit the most skill you can muster. We are 16 

looking for poise, intensity, oral dynamics and mental acuity, especially as communicated 17 

through this medium. Remember, first impressions last longest.  18 



AFFIDAVIT OF TERRY VALDEZ  

After being duly sworn upon oath, Terry Valdez hereby states as follows: I am over 1 

18 and competent to make this affidavit. I am testifying voluntarily and was not subpoenaed 2 

or compelled to testify. 3 

    My name is Terry Valdez and I am the mother of the defendant in today’s case, Alex 4 

Valdez. I’ve been retired now for five years and I live with my child now because I couldn’t 5 

take care of my home alone anymore.  6 

 I was born and raised in Appleton, Wisconsin in 1950. I grew up working on my 7 

father's dairy farm every morning starting from the time I was 8 years old. I rose every 8 

morning with the sun and the sounds of the roosters crowing. Life on the farm was simple, 9 

but it was good. When I became a teenager, I started wishing for more. I started going out 10 

more with the kids from school and eventually stopped working on the farm all together.  11 

    Before I had even finished high school, I had met the love of my life. My partner told me 12 

that my partner was going to the University of Wisconsin--Madison on a football 13 

scholarship, so I decided to follow my partner there. I was the first in my family to go to the 14 

University of Wisconsin--Madison or college at all for that matter. I ended up majoring in 15 

Human Resources Management. 16 

    Shortly after we graduated, we ended up getting married and decided to start a family. We 17 

only had one child, but what a blessing it was. Being a parent was the best thing that has ever 18 

happened to me. I would do anything for my child.  19 

 I ended up finding my love for farming again through my partner and snagged a job 20 

working at John Deere thanks to one of my father’s connections a few years after Alex was 21 



born. I worked in HR for John Deere for forty years before my retirement. This generation 1 

just doesn't have that kind of work ethic or commitment anymore.  2 

    We decided to move to Midlands around Alex’s fifth birthday. We decided that the hustle 3 

and bustle of the growing city life in Appleton was not what we wanted. Midlands was great! 4 

It was the quiet, tranquil place that Appleton once was.  5 

    When we moved to Appleton, I started having issues with my breathing. I would be 6 

gasping for air if I ran after our child or we were playing outside for too long. I could barely 7 

walk up the stairs without having to catch my breath. I would even wake up in the middle of 8 

the night some nights wheezing for air. While I’ll admit I wasn’t in great shape, it concerned 9 

me. I went to the doctor and found out that I had asthma.  10 

    Ever since then I would always be sure to keep my inhaler near me. A handful of times 11 

since my diagnosis I have had severe asthma attacks and ended up in the doctor's office. My 12 

symptoms are usually worse in the spring and summer when they can be triggered by the 13 

pollen in the air. This is part of the reason that I have been very serious about quarantining 14 

during the COVID-19 outbreak this summer.  15 

    I currently live with Alex in Los Angeles because about ten years ago, my partner 16 

tragically died in a car accident. Alex is the only person I have left and living on my own was 17 

becoming a hassle. Alex rents a house here in Los Angeles and I often do the cooking and 18 

cleaning while Alex is at work.  19 

    However, when the stay at home order went into effect Alex began to work from home. 20 

My severe asthma condition made it so that I had to be especially cautious because COVID-21 

19 attacks the respiratory system. I no longer went to the grocery store. I could not go to any 22 

of my classes at the community center. I was home all day, every day.  23 



Soon, we found out that Alex was going to be furloughed for several weeks during the 1 

stay at home order. Alex began to worry about how we would cover the bills. Thankfully, the 2 

governor released a statement saying that tenants could not be evicted for failing to pay their 3 

rent during the pandemic. Alex began to utilize the relief measures put in place and not pay 4 

rent so that we could afford my medication.  5 

    The landlord would constantly be calling and asking when Alex would be paying the rent 6 

and pressuring to send payments in as soon as possible. The landlord even came to the house 7 

on one occasion and began yelling, without a mask on, about paying the rent. It was very 8 

troubling to me that the landlord was willing to put my safety in danger so that he could get 9 

his paycheck.  10 

    I am familiar with the following exhibits: Exhibits 1 and 2 are accurate pictures of the Los 11 

Angeles County Statements about the Eviction Protection. 12 

    I swear or affirm the truthfulness of everything stated in this affidavit. Before giving this 13 

statement, I was told I should include everything that I know may be relevant to my 14 

testimony, and I followed those instructions. I know that I can and must update this affidavit 15 

if anything new occurs to me until the moment before opening statements begin in this case.  16 

 

       Terry Valdez   
Terry Valdez 

Date: August 13, 2020 

  



AFFIDAVIT OF BILL MOORE 

After being duly sworn upon oath, Bill More hereby states as follows: I am over 18 1 

and competent to make this affidavit. I am testifying voluntarily and was not subpoenaed or 2 

compelled to testify. 3 

I’m a landlord for a few apartment buildings in the Los Angeles and Orange County 4 

area. I graduated from UCLA with a major in economics and a minor in real estate 5 

development. And it only took me seven years! But after I graduated, I was in considerable 6 

debt. Thankfully, some wise investments (and some generous family loans) allowed me to 7 

acquire my first set of apartments in Santa Ana. It wasn’t easy, but I worked my way to 8 

where I am now, 10 years later. 9 

Alex is one of my tenants who moved into one of my apartments in Los Angeles back 10 

in 2015.  Alex has been a good enough tenant, decent person. I never got any noise 11 

complaints or anything about Alex or Alex’s family, and the rent was always paid on time… 12 

until recently. When the pandemic started shutting down businesses, I knew I was going to 13 

be in for a rough time. I sent out notices to my tenants that they still needed to pay rent 14 

unless they could provide documentation of job loss due to COVID-19. For people who sent 15 

me documentation of job loss, I cut the upfront costs of rent by half so long as they paid the 16 

other half over the next six months, with interest. For the most part, everyone obliged, except 17 

for Alex.  18 

Alex paid rent for the month of March and April. But then June 1st came around, and 19 

I got no check. I called, and Alex told me that Alex is out of a job due to COVID-19, 20 

wouldn’t be able to afford rent for June, and was “deferring it” and would pay it within 12 21 

months. I get it, times are hard, so I gave the standard spiel about needing documentation and 22 



paying the rest of the rent with interest later. Alex didn’t give me any documents to back it 1 

up. No letters from an employer, no doctor’s note, nothing. Look, I get that this COVID 2 

situation is hard. I haven’t been able to live my life to the fullest, either. But no 3 

documentation? That’s really suspicious. 4 

I called Alex a few days later to request that at least a portion of the rent be paid for 5 

the time being, but Alex refused! So I started tacking on late fees to the month of unpaid rent. 6 

Alex refused to pay those, too! 7 

On June 12, I visited Alex’s apartment for a standard inspection and to talk about the 8 

rent situation. Terry answered the door - a lovely person, I’m sure - who told me that Alex 9 

was trying to take care of everything but it was hard due to Terry’s asthma. Then Alex came 10 

and started screaming at me for not wearing a mask. I don’t know what the problem was; 11 

everyone else in the apartment was wearing a mask, so they’d be fine. I admit that I got 12 

angry. I started shouting back that Alex needed to stop being lazy and pay the rent like 13 

everyone else. Alex slammed the door on my face. I would have called the police, but I saw 14 

what they did to those protestors on the news. I don’t want to find out how a rubber bullet 15 

tastes. 16 

July 1st came around, and Alex gave me a call saying I wouldn’t be getting rent this 17 

month. I asked if Alex was even trying to find work, to which I got no response. I warned 18 

Alex that if the rent wasn’t paid at least in part, I would start charging interest on the deferred 19 

rent. It’s not like deferring rent just makes my mortgage go away. I mean sure, I have enough 20 

money saved up to cover it for a few more months, but that’s cutting it close. I would have to 21 

sell one of my cars if this keeps up.  22 



On July 31st, I sent Alex a text reminder about paying the rent for August. Once 1 

again, Alex refused. Once again, I was sent no documentation. Once again, I got no check. 2 

Look, I’ve tried compromising. I’ve tried temporarily reducing the rent. I’ve tried meeting 3 

Alex halfway. But this is just unacceptable. I believe the LA Eviction guidelines say that 4 

your tenant is supposed to provide notice that they can’t pay rent, but I never got any written 5 

notice nor any documentation to back up that notice. And Alex never even attempted to pay a 6 

portion of the rent upfront. I know a lot of landlords are looking for tenants right now, what 7 

with college students staying at home instead of living near campus. I think Alex ought to 8 

live in one of those apartments, because my apartments are only for people who can afford 9 

them. 10 

I am familiar with the following exhibits: Exhibits 1 and 2 are accurate pictures of the 11 

Los Angeles County Statements about the Eviction Protection. Exhibit 3 is a screenshot of 12 

the text messages between Alex and I regarding August’s rent.  13 

    I swear or affirm the truthfulness of everything stated in this affidavit. Before giving this 14 

statement, I was told I should include everything that I know may be relevant to my 15 

testimony, and I followed those instructions. I know that I can and must update this affidavit 16 

if anything new occurs to me until the moment before opening statements begin in this case.  17 

 

       Billiam More   
Billiam More 

Date: August 13, 2020 








